St. Louis Catholic Church

53 Allen Street East, Waterloo ON N2J 1J3 Tel: 519-743-4101
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Served by the Congregation of the Resurrection since 1890.
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4™ SUNDAY OF ADVENT - DECEMBER 22, 2024

MASS INTENTIONS & EVENTS

Monday, December 23 — No Mass
9 AM- NOON  Pickle Ball

Gym

Tuesday, December 24

Vigil Masses for Christmas
5:00 PM For Children of St. Louis Parish
8:00 PM For Peace on Earth and Good Will to All

Wednesday, December 25- Nativity of the Lord
9:30 AM  For Families of St. Louis Parish
11:30 AM  For Family Members Who Are Far Away

Thursday, Dec. 26-St. Stephen, the First Martyr, No Mass

Friday, December 27 — St. Johmn, Apostle, Evangelist
9:00 AM 1 Krystyna Kowalska — Malton Family
9 AM - NOON  Pickle Ball

Gym

Saturday, December 28 — Holy Innocents, Martyrs

Vigil of The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
5:00 PM t Joseph Lorentz — Bob & Giselle

t Luke & Loretta Potvin — Potvin Daughters

+ Randy Dopp - Janet & Grant Ertel

Intentions of Elizabeth Schwarz — Morris Family

Sunday, December 29 — The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary
9:30 AM t Margaret Zettler — Friends
t Rose Marie Gross — John & Sharon Carey
t Ellie Howe - Mary Paparazzi
t Gregory Sloan — Mary Paparazzi

10:30 AM  Coffee Time
People of St. Louis Parish

4:30 Pm OOTC Community Supper

11:30 Am

and Joseph

Gym

L. Hall

The Advent themes traditionally focus on the
virtues and qualities central to the preparation for
Christmas. Each year, the Advent themes are
always the same: hope, peace, joy, love.

Third Theme: Love - The Advent theme of love is
celebrated during the fourth and final week of
Advent, highlighting God’s deep and boundless love for humanity. Love
is at the heart of the Christmas story: God sent his only Son, Jesus, as
an act of selfless love to redeem the world.

What is the importance of love during Advent?

This theme reminds us of John 3:16—"For God so loved the world that
he gave his only Son.” It's a powerful message that the birth of Christ is
the ultimate expression of God’s love, freely given to all.

As we light the fourth Advent candle, symbolizing love, we
reflect on how Jesus calls us to love one another as he has loved us.
This season encourages us to embody God’s love through acts of
kindness, compassion, and forgiveness, extending that love to family,
friends, and those in need. Advent love invites us to open our hearts to
receive God'’s love anew and share it generously, preparing to welcome
Christ with a heart full of gratitude and grace. (From
ascensionpress.com)

Reflection on the First Reading: Micah 5:2-5a

On this final Sunday of Advent, the themes of hope,
expectation, and joy that have been building throughout the season of
Advent converge in a reflection on the one who is to be born. The
prophetic words of the readings point to and explain the significance
and newness of what God is doing.

Micah was a Prophet from Moreshethgath in southern Judah
and a contemporary of Isaiah of Jerusalem. He prophesied in the
second half of the 8th century BC. His prophecies were expressed in
various forms including laments, covenant lawsuits, oracles, and
visions. In promoting Bethlehem, his lack of affection for Jerusalem and
its corruption was evident.

As part of a series of visions, today’s reading focuses on the
coming of a new ruler. Micah begins his identification of the new ruler
by recalling the ancient place name, Bethlehem of Ephrathah. While the
association between Bethlehem (meaning “house of bread” in Hebrew)
and Ephrathah (likely designating the direction toward Ephrathah) is
somewhat unclear, it moves us back to the time of David. The
smallness and insignificance of David’s hometown recall that God often
chose insignificant individuals (Gideon or David) over the expected ruler
from more prestigious families, tribes, and places. Although there is a
vague allusion to David and that history, the persons and events of the
vision remain even more ambiguous: Who is the ruler/shepherd? Who
are his kindred? Who is the woman who is to give birth? The answers
are not given at the time of Micah; rather, everything in the vision points
to the future. This prophecy was interpreted Christologically by early
Christians seeking to understand Jesus’ identity and the prophecies
pointing to His birth. (From Workbook for Lectors)

Date | Sunday | Loose Maint. | Christmas PAD
Dec22 | 317365 | 468.25 50.00 500.00 2163.61
Thank you for your donation

Special Events coming up at St. Louis parish

Dec. 22 — Rehearsal for Dramatizations of the Gospel (12:30 PM)

Dec. 23 — Decorating St. Louis Church for Christmas season (9 AM)

Dec. 24 — Christmas Eve - Start of the Jubilee Year 2025

Dec. 24 — Christmas Eve Masses: 5 PM & 8 PM

Dec. 25 — Christmas Day Masses: 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

Dec. 31 — New Year's Eve Mass: 5 PM

Jan. 1 —New Year's Day Mass: 9:30 AM (only)

Jan. 1 -In 2025 we celebrate the 135! Anniversary of St. Louis Parish.

Jan. 4 - Epiphany Potluck & Party (6 PM) (food, games & screening of

the play St. Louis - King and Parish. In 2015 this play was written and
performed for 125t anniversary of our parish.)

Jan. 5 - Feast of the Epiphany

Feb. 8 — Potluck & Ceili Dance with a Medieval Theme — As part of our

parish 135t Anniversary we will transform for one night our Gym into

13t century Hall (King Louis IX times were 1214 - 1270). Wear a

medieval costume, if you wish. If interested, help with decorating ahead

of the event (contact parish office for details).

CHRISTMAS SEASON MASS TIMES:

Christmas Eve Tue,Dec.24 | 5Pm&8 PM
Christmas Day Wed., Dec. 25 | 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM
St. Stephen’s Thu., Dec. 26 | No Mass

3rdday of Christmas Fri., Dec 27 9 AM

Holy Family (vigil) Sat., Dec. 28 | 5 pPm (Vigil Mass)
Holy Family Sun., Dec.29 | 9:30 Am & 11:30 AM
6t day of Christmas Mon., Dec. 30 | No Mass

Mary, Mother of God (vigil) Tue., Dec. 31 | 5PMm(Vigil Mass)
Mary, Mother of God Wed., Jan. 1 9:30 Am (ONLY!)
9th 10th day of Christmas Jan. 2,3 9 AM

Parish office hours this week:

Monday, Dec. 23 9 AM-NOON & 1 PM —4 PM
Tuesday, Dec. 24 9 AM - NOON

Wed. & Thu., Dec. 25 & 26 closed

Friday, Dec. 27 9 AM - NOON

This bulletin was sent to the printers on Dec. 16,
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MIBER 23, 2024

Dearn Scstens and Brothens in (hnist:

We have begun the Advent Season, a time of active and
spiritual preparation for the celebration of Christmas. The four weeks of
Advent pass quickly and, almost before we know it, Christmas is upon
us: the birth of Jesus Christ in a manger in Bethlehem.

During Advent, we meet, in Sacred Scripture, figures who help
us understand the importance of the Christmas event and point out the
way for us to prepare well. The Angel Gabriel assures us that “with God
all things are possible” The Virgin Mary sets the high standard of
openness and obedience to God’s will in our lives. St. Joseph acts on
revelations in his dreams. John the Baptist calls us to prepare spiritually
and practically for the coming of Christ into our lives. The shepherds
listen to the revelation of angels and hurry to meet the Lord. The Magi
follow a star to find Him. For each, the experience is different. For all, it
leads to an important encounter with Jesus.

For the past number of years, the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops has prepared an on-line series called Journey
Through Advent. The weekly reflections in English and French open
our hearts and minds. This year, Cardinal Francis Leo, Archbishop of
Toronto, is the presenter in English. His profound spiritual reflections
are gifts to us, available on the CCCB website. They nourish our faith
and help us prepare well.

In our Diocese, Parish Priests, Lay Pastoral Ministers, choirs
and musicians, sacristans and decorators and cleaners — a bevy of
gifted and generous people — help assure that all is ready for the
Christmas celebrations. We are blessed that dedicated Priests,
Deacons and lay-faithful care enough to do the necessary work of
planning and preparing so that we might Come Home for Christmas
and celebrate well. | am grateful to all who serve and | pray that, as our
cloistered Carmelite Nuns so often say, “God reward you’!

Advent is a good time to celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. We get ready “outwardly”. It is wise to prepare
ourselves “interiorly” as well. A good Confession does wonders for the
soul and for our hearts. It frees us and lifts us up. Pastors make time to
welcome you and are happy to celebrate this liberating Sacrament.

| like to send and receive Christmas cards at Christmas. The
Canada Post strike has precluded that pleasure this year. It means
prayers for my family and friends must be evermore intentional. As |
pray for them, | pray also for you, brothers and sisters, co-workers in
the vineyard of the Lord, and parishioners throughout this vast Diocese.
As we open the Jubilee Year of Hope on December 29, and live the
experience of being Pilgrims of Hope, let us give thanks for the gift of
faith that provides meaning and purpose to our lives — and hope for a
future in union with the One Who Comes!

Sincerely in Christ and Mary Immaculate,

tDouglas (rosby, OM

(Most Reverend) Douglas Crosby, OMI, Bishop of Hamilton

The Christmas Mass on TV/computer - For those who
! cannot make it to church, please join the Catholic

Community this Christmas. Watch the Daily TV Mass:

Christmas Eve: from 4:30 pm on dailytvmass.com

11:30 pm  on Salt + Light from
Hamilton Cathedral

8 am &noon on VisionTV

11am on Salt + Light

You can also watch on the web at www.dailytvmass.com

Christmas Day:

s nat bo afpaid, Lsten;: Fbring you news of great

S ajoy to bo dhared by the whole pegpte. ...
%gmmmmmm

Heis @hriss, the Lond,”
Dbt ws praiso and glorly the Lond/
Wy the wonders of S birth fill youw with

Sy Thankfidness and Praise!
Ghristmas Hessings now and in the New Ufear!

Grom Fr. O,

(Adoration of the Shepherds by Bartolome Esteban Murillo (1617-1682))

ol 3 St. Louis Parish Epiphany Potluck Dinner
with Carols and Games & Screening of the
play St. Louis - King and Parish.

(In 2015 this play was written & performed for 125t
] anniversary of our parish.)
Saturday, January 4th, in the Large Hall at 6 PM
(after 5 PM Mass).
Bring your favourite dish to share and come and join as we celebrate
together the Feast of the Epiphany. Organized by Kelly and Anna.

EPIPHANY PARTY

AND IT'S LIKELY THAT DAVID
IT'S THE CITY  wag SHEPHERDING IN THE
YOU KNOW Wi
AT SamE FiELDS wren e seT i O o]
Apes OFF TO CONFRONT GOLIATH
: CENTURIES BEFORE.

N3 e W R
SR LA AN AR

WWW.AGNLISPAY.ORG *154M 17 W/THK 2 WoV.

1 JUST LOVE HOW
SHEEP AND
SHEPHERDS ARE
PART OF THE
CHRISTMAS STORY!

(

LUKE 2:1-14

Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org

LOCATION, LOCATION!* &

OWETZSTEIN® 2022.12

Envelope News - Boxes for 2025 are ready for pickup. Please write
your name & address on the first few envelopes that you use.

Donations on-line:

Via Canada Helps canadahelps.org/en/ (search for “St. Louis
Waterloo”)

Via diocesan website: hamiltondiocese.com/ways-to-give select “Online
to a Parish” and then “St. Louis Waterloo”.
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Liturgical Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #4 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 1-800-268-2637

martlns

Guardian Phclrmclcy
We Care For You Like Family
martinspharmacy.ca
Alan Martin, Pharmacist

519-664-3785

" Henry Walser

FUNERAL HOME LTD.

A

AN INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED
ENoenT vy 0nied | RO O M@
507 FREDERICK ST. www.roofman.com

(at expressway)

10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs 219-719-8467 519-744-3830
y Waterloo Knights of Columbus  x& % Q?/,
It"l: Columbus Conference Centre 5 Q9 /?o/ 2
145 Dearborn Place A Do 220
¢/ G/)f %

Friday Night Fish Fry: ﬁ/
Take out call Derek 226-748-8378
Eat in call Manager 519-884-2060
Hall Rentals:
Life Celebrations, Weddings and Showers,
call Manager 519-884-2060

munjal ¢ d |
carere ) enfa

Dr. Vincent P. Carere DDS, Complete Implant Services [g

Dr. Ajay K. Munjal BSc. DDS, Sedation Certified

450 Erb St. W. (Beechwood Centre)

munjalcareredental.ca | 519-886-0330

ate

:! gRetlrement Residence

Seniors Apartments
Independent Living Plus
Assisted Living
Respite Care

519-501-1131 ext 7502
info@hygateliving.com

THE PERFECT

'+ 2 SPOT
- ,‘;’ T0

AﬁelADVERTISE

TO ADVERTISEIN
THIS SPACE
PLEASE CALL

1-800-268-2637

Who is this insurance for?

& You have a scheduled surgery upcoming

& You want to protect your loved ones in case
of accidental death during your surgery

@ You need affordable, simple and one-time
insurance protection

(1K)
WISE.

ADVERTISE!

www.surgeryinsurance.ca
1-866-875-1999

Preparing for Surgery?
Surgical Risk Insurance

Let's face it, there are risks, but we're here to help relieve any financial
anxiety by providing quick & affordable Insurance coverage for accidental
death so you can focus on your preparation and recovery.

Eric Davis
Partner, SV Law

edavis@svlaw.ca
519821 2656

S\/LAW

EXCELLENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY

& SAMOS

SVLaw.ca

o Commercial  * Radiant Heaters

AR~ ¥ Industrial » Gas Fumaces
D) Residental Al Condifoning
REITZEL HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

665 Superior Drive, Waterloo, Ont N2V 2C8 519-884-3510

ENZO'S

SINCE 1967

150 Caroline Street South, Waterloo, Ontario

At the Bauer Marketplace (King & Allen St.)

Weekdays 9 am—8 pm, Saturday 8 am—6 pm.
Closed Sunday

THE MILLER INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT GROUP

ScotiaMcLeod,” a division of Scotia Capital Inc.

Peter J. Miller, CFA

Senior Wealth Advisor, Portfolio Manager

We build a complete financial strategy for all our clients,
including financial and estate planning, tax efficient
investment management and insurance strategies.

www.millerinvestmentmanagementgroup.ca

Scotia Wealth Management.

Scotia Capital Inc. is a member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund and the
Investment Industry Regulatory Organization of Canada. The Miller Investment
Management Group is a personal trade name of Peter Miller.

FAMILY FUNERAL HOME

Proud to be
Family Owned &
Independently Operated
Since 1946

171 King St. 5. Waterloo
519.745.8445

www.erbgood.com
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